GRACE ARTICLES 


We Love God, Because He First Loved Us 
“We love Him, because He first loved us” (1 John 4:19) 


O UR love to God in Christ, and to the Church on Christ’s account; it is scarcely 
necessary to observe, that all that we can call love or affection in us, either to 
God or His people, are but the mere effects from Him, and His love to us as the 
cause. We love Him, (saith the Apostle in this very scripture,) because He first loved 
us (1 John 4:19). Yea, it is not simply because He loved us, that we love Him; for 
this alone would never have made our stoney hearts susceptible of love; but the 
Lord accomplished it by His quickening grace, shedding abroad that love in our 
hearts, in taking away the heart of stone, and giving us a heart of flesh [Ezekiel 
36:26]. It is by His warming our frozen affections, subduing, and absolutely 
conquering our natural enmity against Him, and winning us over with the cords of 
love, and the [wedding-band] of a man, that we are brought over to love Him who 
hath first loved us; or we should have remained enemies, to God, by wicked works, 
to all eternity. Reader! pause over the wonderful mercy and grace, yea, the 
exceeding riches of His grace; and mark in the whole, in the Father’s everlasting 
purpose, counsel, will, and pleasure, the Son’s love, in betrothing and redeeming 
mercy; and the Holy Ghost’s regenerating, renewing favor; how infinitely great 
must be the breadth, and length, and depth, and height of that love of God, which 
passeth knowledge! [Ephesians 3:19] [Amen!] — Robert Hawker 


“And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 


Christ Obtained Eternal Redemption For Us! 


“ ..we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ 
once for all.” (Hebrews 10:10) 


R EADER! in contemplating the Lord’s coming, in the days of His flesh, for the 
accomplishment of redemption, let us not overlook the Lord’s coming now, 
by the sweet influences of His Spirit, to make that redemption personally blessed to 
each soul. [The Lord] Jesus comes now in His word, and by His ordinances, 
providences, promises, manifestations; and in the many, numberless, nameless 
ways, by which He maketh Himself known to His people, otherwise than He doth 
to the world. And, oh! what grace in Him, what joy to them? And it must be so. For 
there is a mutual connection between Jesus and His people. His g/ory is their joy; 
their happiness, His pleasure. While He gives out grace, their souls are made 
blessed in Him. And when they are everlastingly housed in His embraces in heaven; 
He sees the travail of His soul, and is satisfied. It would be always well for every 
regenerated child of God to have this in view, for it would give strength to his faith. 
When an exercised soul can say, My God, my Savior will be glorified, when I am 
blessed in His salvation! For the very delightful expressions, of the one offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all, and for the vast difference between the priests 
under the Law, standing daily to minister, and Christ forever sitting down on the 
right hand of God, having obtained eternal redemption for us! [Hebrews 9:12] 
[Amen!] — Robert Hawker 
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“...in [Christ] dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete 
in Him, which is the Head of all principality and power” (Colossians 2:9-10). I 
beg [the Reader] particularly to notice in [this portion], by way of recommending 
it more affectionately, as an article of faith, to the Reader’s heart, and to my own: 
namely, that what is here said of the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in Christ 
bodily, most evidently and plainly means in Christ personal. Not as God is said in 
scripture to dwell with His people, and walk in them, which means nothing more 
than in a way of grace. But by the indwelling of the Godhead bodily in Christ, 
means a Oneness and Union of God and man in one Person; so that the human 
nature of Christ is filled with the divine nature, and both are so inseparably united, 
as to form but One and the same Person. Oh! the glorious truth! Oh! the vast 
dignity bestowed on the Church! But how is this immense blessing enhanced to 
our view, when the Apostle adds, and ye are complete in Him. Complete, not only 
in all blessedness which arise out of Christ’s offices in redemption, justification, 
sanctification, and the like, but complete by means of the Church’s Union with 
Christ, and her Oneness with Him.” [Amen!] — Robert Hawker 


WELCOME 


SINNERS are welcome at Sovereign Grace Church. We are a local body of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. As you spend time with us, you’ll soon discover 
we’re an imperfect assembly, with an imperfect pastor, yet by God’s 
underserved grace, we preach, believe, and know the perfect gospel of our 
never failing Lord Jesus Christ. Reader, we call His name Jesus for He 
shall (not might, not maybe) rather He shall save His people from their 
sins. And beloved believing sinner you already know it you are complete in 
Him, saved to the uttermost [Colossians 2:10, Hebrews 7:25]. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Happy Birthday! 
Betty Groover, April 17th 
Tyler Richards, April 23rd 
Alyson Murphy, April 25th 

Chyles Courtney, April 29th 


RESOURCES 


BE sure to visit our websites for gospel articles, live messages, and resources. 


GRACE ARTICLES 
No Other Refuge But Christ 


“For their rock is not as our Rock...” 
(Deuteronomy 32:31) 
| | AVE you any other rock but Christ? 


I do not ask you whether you have a feeling enjoyment of it. I know 
you will rejoice in Jesus when the Holy Spirit enables you. 


But have you any other refuge? 

Can you go into eternity resting upon any other righteousness but His? 
Can you lean upon, desire, or want any other than Christ s righteousness? 
“No,” says the soul, none but Christ! None but Christ! 


Bless your poor heart, then, you shall have it as sure as God has wrought the 
desire in your conscience, and brought you to trust alone in Jesus for refuge, 
righteousness, and salvation, by stripping you of all false props and 
dependencies. Such a soul as this will trust in the Lord, overcome all 
opposition, and be more than a conqueror through Him that hath loved him. 
[Amen! ] — John Warburton 


Believing On Christ 


“For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His good 
pleasure.” (Philippians 2:13) 


O I have found by soul experience, that when the LORD has gone 

before me, I could follow; and when He has held me up, I could stand; 
when He has given me faith, I could believe; when He bears witness with 
my spirit that I am His, I can say, “Abba, Father;” when His presence 
causeth mine enemies to flee, I can shout victory; yea, I can do all things 
through Christ which strengtheneth me; but without Him, I am at a point, 
and neither men nor devils can overthrow me in it, I can do nothing. 


It matters not what liberty, joys, peace or confidence I have enjoyed, if God 
leaves me to the devil and myself, I find I am nothing but earthly, sensual 
and devilish. 

I am a living witness that in my flesh there dwelleth no good thing, and I am 


confident of it that everyone that is taught of God is a living witness of its 
truth. [Amen!] — John Warburton 


